[Percutaneous nephropyelolithotomy].
The fact that one can perform a wide passage through the kidney percutaneously with the subsequent introduction of a 26 F nephroscope has radically changed the technique used to remove kidney stones. They may either be extracted directly with forceps or following ultrasonic lithotripsy. The authors report their experience of 39 cases, in 32 of which the method was successful, 3 complications have been reported. The advantages of this method, both for the patient and for the community, are discussed in comparison to the surgical pielolithotomy. The problems concerning the dose absorbed by the operator are also examined.